SEMINARS – STUDENTS’ GUIDE 
Fall Semester 2022-2023 Academic Year
on Educational Programs:

Chemistry - 6B05301
Chemistry Engineering - 6B07102
Chemistry and Food Production - 6B07202)
Biological Engineering - 6B05101
Biotechnology - 6B05103
Tourism - 6B11101
Hospitality Industry - 6B11103

Course’s title - Political Science

According to the ACADEMIC CALENDAR the course stipulates for five (5) seminars 
	week
	Topic 
	Number of hours
	Max.
score

	MODULE 1 HOW DO WE THINK ABOUT AND WHAT DO WE THINK OF POLITICS?

	[bookmark: _Hlk115015650]5
	Sem 1. The most influential political philosopher (thinker) of the 20th and/or 21st century (in my opinion), talk about him/her/his/hers ideas, and explain why he/she is the most influential – INDIVIDUAL PRESENTATION
	1
	5

	7
	Sem 2. Political thought in Kazakhstan throughout history – group presentation
	1
	5

	MODULE 2 HOW DO WE DO POLITICS?

	9
	Sem 3. SWOT analysis of political regimes – individual presentation 
	1
	8

	[bookmark: _Hlk115029588]11
	Sem 4. Presidential vs Parliamentary Systems – debate 
	1
	8

	[bookmark: _Hlk115029804]13
	Sem 5. State X – a Political Overview – group presentation 
	1
	8



Week 5	Sem 1. THE MOST INFLUENTIAL POLITICAL PHILOSOPHER (THINKER) OF THE 20TH AND/OR 21ST CENTURY (in my opinion), talk about him/her/his/hers ideas, and explain why he/she is the most influential – INDIVIDUAL PRESENTATION. Students are recommended (but not required to prepare PPP on the topic).
Assessment criteria – lack of factual inaccuracies; logical cohesion; clarity and structure; good thesis-argument sequence; demonstration of knowledge of the subject matter and/or literature thereon. 

Week 7 Sem 2. POLITICAL THOUGHT IN KAZAKHSTAN THROUGHOUT HISTORY – group presentation (3-5 students in each group). Students are required to prepare PPP on the topic. 
[bookmark: _Hlk115029923]Assessment criteria – lack of factual inaccuracies; logical cohesion; clarity and structure; good thesis-argument sequence; demonstration of knowledge of the subject matter and/or literature thereon, presentation and visualization.

Week 9	Sem 3. SWOT analysis of political regimes – individual presentation. Students are recommended to choose from numerous classifications of political regimes and give convincing argument in favor of this choice. Then, the regimes of this particular classification shall be analyzed using SWOT technique. 
Assessment criteria – lack of factual inaccuracies; logical cohesion; clarity and structure; good thesis-argument sequence; demonstration of knowledge of the subject matter and/or literature thereon.
COMPONENTS OF SWOT ANALYSIS
Every SWOT analysis will include the following four categories:
Strengths describe what an entity, (political regime in our case) excels at and what separates it from the competition. The strength comes from within (internal factors);
Weakness describes what an entity, (political regime in our case) lacks and/or deficient in in comparison with others the competition. The weakness also comes from within (internal factors);
Opportunities refer to favorable external factors that could give an entity (a polity with a particular regime)a competitive advantage. 
Threats refer to factors that have the potential to harm an entity . 
SWOT Table: analysts present a SWOT analysis as a square segmented into four quadrants, each dedicated to an element of SWOT. 

Week 11 Sem 4. PRESIDENTIAL VS PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEMS – debate. Students are recommended to study the literature and make a list of advantages and disadvantages of both systems. Prepare the arguments in favor of and against each system and prepare counterarguments to each. The “for motion” and “against motion” teams will be selected randomly. 
Assessment criteria – lack of factual inaccuracies; logical cohesion; clarity and structure; good thesis-argument sequence; demonstration of knowledge of the subject matter and/or literature thereon.

Week 13 Sem 5. STATE X – A POLITICAL OVERVIEW – group presentation (3-5 students in each group). Students are required to prepare PPP on the topic. The structure shall be the following:
· Brief information on history, geography and demography;
· Detailed information on political system, regime, form of government;
· Detailed information on the major aspects of domestic policy of the current government;
· Detailed information on the major aspects of foreign policy of the current government;
· Comparison with Kazakhstan. 
Assessment criteria – lack of factual inaccuracies; logical cohesion; clarity and structure; good thesis-argument sequence; demonstration of knowledge of the subject matter and/or literature thereon, presentation and visualization.
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